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Greetings All and Happy New Year:
We continue to have some terrific opportunities to move forward with the development of the NNED.  Here is an update of NNED activities.

1. NNED Highlights   

Steward Group: The full NNED Steward Group convened on Friday, December 5th to discuss updates on NNED activities and Learning Clusters. Representatives from the Community-Defined Evidence Project (Fred Sandoval & Ken Martinez) presented on the status of the project and requested a formal endorsement of the project’s working definition of ‘community-defined evidence.’ A subgroup of the Steward Group met for further discussion and has made the recommendation to move forward with endorsement of the working definition. 
2.  NNED Priority Issue Area Updates

Public Education & Awareness
Public Education Campaigns in Mental Health and Substance Abuse to Reach Diverse Communities.  NNED facilitated the formation of two multicultural steering committees (MCSC) in August 2007 to provide guidance and input into two of SAMHSA’s public education campaigns. NNED’s objective is to improve the penetration and outreach of these ad campaigns to diverse communities by creating more culturally informed messaging and vehicles for reaching these communities.

Campaign for Mental Health Recovery. The campaign is currently in creative development. In January 2009, the creative concepts will be tested with the four segments to ensure campaign effectiveness and resonance.  Following concept testing, production will commence.  The campaign is on course to launch in the spring of 2009.  See October 2008 NNED for additional background information. (www.nned.net)
Prevention of Underage Drinking. The Ad Council has now completed its Communications Checks on the Creative Briefs and shared production recommendations with SAMHSA.  The NNED and the Ad Council are holding conference calls with each of the four major ethnic groups represented in the MCSC: 1) to review the production recommendations and gather feedback and 2) to gather input on fulfillment for the campaign. The production is planned for February with a launch in March of 2009.  See October 2008 NNED for additional background information. (www.nned.net)
Community Defined Evidence Project
Community Defined Evidence Project (CDEP) is a joint partnership with the National Latino Behavioral Health Association (NLBHA) and the NNED. CDEP met its goals for the first year of the project successfully completing a review of practices identified for 56 organizations or programs identified through a call for nominations. Following completion of the nomination process, members of the CDEP conducted screening interviews with representatives from these organizations to gather additional information about nominated community and/or culturally-based practices that are used successfully with Hispanic/Latina/o populations in 19 states around the country and the District of Colombia. This information is being reviewed by the CDEP study team with input from the CDEP Community Steering Group and will lead to a more in-depth study of 18 practices.  Information about these practices as well as a directory of participating community-based Latino serving organizations will be circulated through the NNED. 

For more information on the Community Defined Evidence Project, please contact Linda Callejas, CDEP Project Director at (813) 974-4640. 
 
Depression Learning Cluster

The Parental Depression Learning Cluster was been formed in collaboration with the Annie E. Casey Foundation. The Cluster consists of community based health providers that have identified parental depression as a major issue in their communities.  They meet by teleconference on a monthly basis. (See www.nned.net for a list of organizations involved.) The first priorities of this learning cluster are to develop an issue brief describing their interventions/programs and to submit a journal article that highlights their work. These products and training on their approaches will be done through the NNED.  
Indigenous Best Practice Practices for Pacific Islander and Native American Groups The Indigenous Best Practice Learning Cluster will develop a compendium of best practices among community-based mental health and substance abuse providers for indigenous communities, including American Indians/Native Alaskans and Pacific Islanders.  Selected practices will be presented at a Round table to be held in May, 2009.  The Compendium and training on identified practices will be done for NNED partners. This work builds on the community-based framework established in the above CDEP project for Latino communities.  
Integrated Care This learning cluster is under development.  The focus will be on training opportunities for community-based substance abuse and mental health providers to integrate with primary care using a learning collaborative approach developed by the National Council on Community Behavioral Health Care. 
3.  Announcements:

Finding from the Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance for Pacific Island United States Territories, 2007
Across five Pacific Island territories, the leading causes of mortality among all ages include unintentional injuries, including motor-vehicle crashes; cancer; cardiovascular diseases; stroke; and diabetes. Priority health-risk behaviors, which are behaviors that contribute to the leading causes of morbidity and mortality, often are established during childhood and adolescence and then extend into adulthood. These behaviors are monitored by the Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS). The YRBSS monitors six categories of priority health-risk behaviors among youth and young adults, including behaviors that contribute to unintentional injuries and violence; tobacco use; alcohol and other drug use; sexual behaviors that contribute to unintended pregnancy and STDs, including human immunodeficiency virus infection; unhealthy dietary behaviors; and physical inactivity. The YRBSS also monitors obesity and asthma and includes national, state, territorial, tribal, and local school-based surveys of students in grades 9-12.  
4.   NNED Presentations at Recent and Upcoming Meetings
As the word spreads about the NNED, we have been invited to national, state and local meetings to talk about the NNED. If you are interested in collaborating on presentations, please contact us.  We have increased our network through these presentations. 
NIH Research Summit on The Science of Eliminating Health Disparities 

The NNED disseminated information at the National Center on Minority Health and Health Disparities (NCMHD) first research summit on The Science of Eliminating Health Disparities on December 16-18, 2008.
5.
Funding Opportunities
Community Access to Child Health (CATCH) Program 
CATCH is accepting applications for its CATCH Implementation Funds grants. CATCH supports pediatricians in the initial and/or pilot stage of developing and implementing a community-based child health initiative. Grants of up to $12,000 are awarded annually on a competitive basis to pediatricians who want to address the local needs of children in their community.

OJJDP FY 09 National Mentoring Programs
Applicants are limited to national organizations, including faith-based and community nonprofit organizations. 

Registration with Grants.gov is required prior to application submission. All applications are due by 8:00 p.m. E.T., on February 25, 2009. 

For assistance with the requirements of this solicitation, contact Eric Stansbury, Program Manager, at 202-305-1826 or Eric.Stansbury@usdoj.gov or Bernard Williams, Program Manager, at 202-616-9509 or Bernard.Williams2@usdoj.gov.

NIH Promoting Careers In Aging and Health Disparities Research (K01)
The goals of NIH-supported career development programs are to help ensure that diverse pools of highly trained scientists are available in adequate numbers and in appropriate research areas to address the Nation's biomedical, behavioral, and clinical research needs. The focus of this FOA is limited to health disparities related to aging.
6. Resources

The Chadwick Center, a former National Child Traumatic Stress Network (NCTSN) grantee, has released a new resource: "Adaptation Guidelines for Serving Latino Children and Families Affected by Trauma". Ken Martinez, a NNED Steward Group member, is one of the contributors. ,
 

The Association of Asian Pacific Community Health Organizations (AAPCHO) has a new online research resource, Community-Based Participatory Research:  A Health Center Toolkit with Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders.    A joint collaboration between AAPCHO and the National Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC), this toolkit was designed to educate and guide CHCs and researchers interested in collaborative research projects. 

SAMHSA's Office of Applied Studies (OAS) has just released The NSDUH Report: Trends in Substance Use, Dependence or Abuse, and Treatment among Adolescents:  2002 to 2007, a 3 page short report based on SAMHSA's National Survey on Drug Use & Health (NSDUH) that provides data on the yearly prevalence of cigarettes, alcohol, illicit drugs, marijuana, nonmedical use of prescription-type drugs, and inhalant in the past month by youth as well as the percentage who met the criteria for alcohol or illicit drug dependence or abuse.   
The Center for Psychiatric Rehabilitation at Boston University has developed a number of resources designed to assist Latinos with severe mental illnesses, their families and those who serve them as part of their journey in recovery.

· The Rehabilitation and Recovery Newsletter - This newsletter examines the challenges of providing psychiatric rehabilitation services to Spanish-speaking communities and the dynamic initiatives the Center is developing to meet them. It is available in English or Spanish

· Training and Consultation - The Latino Initiatives offer in-service training and consultation delivered in Spanish, tailored to meet the specific needs and goals of Latinos around the country, and to serve as a resource for Latino organizations, practitioners, family members and consumers.

· Online video course: Measuring Recovery-Promoting Competencies in English and Spanish Speaking Populations 
· Webcast - Abriendo Caminos en tu vida: A Culturally Competent Rehabilitation Readiness Guide
· Workbooks in Spanish: http://www.bu.edu/cpr/latino/resources.html 
Spanish-Language Child Welfare Resources to Use With Families
Child Welfare Information Gateway has launched its new Resources in Spanish, replacing the En Español web section. Designed for child welfare professionals who work with Spanish-speaking families, the section includes a glossary of English-to-Spanish and Spanish-to-English child welfare terms, as well as topically organized resources on: Child abuse and neglect, Preventing and responding to child abuse and neglect, Supporting and preserving families, Out-of-home care, and Adoption

Thank you for your ongoing interest and support of the NNED.  Our best wishes for an exciting 2009!
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