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Greetings All:
We continue to have some terrific opportunities to move forward with the development of the NNED.  Here is a brief update.
1. NNED Items
Steward Group: The Steward Group has been busy at work!  Through the formation of three workgroups, members are addressing our top three NNED objectives (Developing and defining the NNED architecture, Moving issue areas forward, and Growing the NNED).  
NNED Technology Group: To support the NNED Steward Group work, the National Facilitation Center/ NAMBHA will launch a virtual work space at the end of February.  
2.  NNED Project Updates

Project 1: Public Education Campaigns in Mental Health and Substance Abuse to Reach Diverse Communities.  NNED facilitated the formation of two multicultural steering committees to provide guidance and input into two of SAMHSA’s public education campaigns.  NNED’s objective is to improve the penetration and outreach of these ad campaigns to diverse communities by creating more culturally informed messaging and vehicles for reaching these communities.
Prevention of Underage Drinking. Results from the exploratory research conducted in Flagstaff, Arizona; Los Angeles; and New York City were presented to SAMHSA and are being used to inform the creative concepts.
Project 2: Community Defined Evidence Project (CDEP) is a joint partnership with the National Latino Behavioral Health Association (NLBHA) and the NNED.  It is developing a model for establishing an evidence base using cultural and/or community indices that identify effective community-defined and community-based practices. The first year of the project is expected to set a foundation to gather information about practices and intervention models that have been established specifically for Latino communities.  
3.
Funding Opportunities
The White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) Request for Applications for the Drug Free Communities (DFC) support program. This year's RFA will allow applicants to apply for up to $125,000 in Federal matching funds to strengthen communities and reduce youth drug use through coalition-driven environmental strategies.  The application is online at http://www.ondcp.gov/dfc/files/fy08_rfa.pdf.

Additional resources including eligibility criteria are located on the DFC website at www.ondcp.gov/dfc.  Application Deadline: Friday, March 21, 2008. 

SAMHSA Accepting Applications for Grants for Substance Abuse Treatment Programs Servicing People with HIV/AIDS in the African American, Latino/Hispanic and Other Minority Communities The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) is soliciting applications for fiscal year (FY) 2008 Targeted Capacity Expansion Program for Substance Abuse Treatment and HIV/AIDS Services.  This program aims at enhancing and expanding substance abuse treatment and/or outreach and pretreatment services that are provided in conjunction with HIV/AIDS services performed in the African American, Latino/Hispanic, and other racial and ethnic communities highly affected by the epidemics of substance abuse and HIV/AIDS.  Application Deadline: March 27, 2008   http://www.samhsa.gov/Grants/2008/ti_08_006.aspx
RWJF Investigator Awards in Health Policy Research Call for Applications Released  The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Investigator Awards in Health Policy Research program supports highly qualified individuals to undertake broad studies of America’s most challenging policy issues in health and health care. Grants of up to $335,000 are awarded to investigators from a variety of disciplines for innovative research projects that have national policy relevance.  Application Deadline: March 26, 2008
Career Opportunity Director, Cultural and Linguistic Competence  The Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services is seeking an experienced professional to lead the development and expansion of the capacity to provide cultural and linguistic competency services within the Commonwealth of Virginia’s mental health, developmental disability and substance use disorder system.  Visit the Recruitment Management System at www.dhrm.virginia.gov for position #00044.

4.   Upcoming NNED-Related Meetings and Presentations

Culturally Informed Evidence-Based Practices: Translating Research and Policy for the Real World SAMHSA's Cultural Competence and Eliminating Disparities work group is co-sponsoring this meeting with the American Psychological Association and NIMH.  The meeting will be at the Double Tree Hotel in Bethesda, MD on March 13-14, 2008. The purpose of this two-day conference is to inform and stimulate interest and activity in generating research and evaluation efforts in the development of evidence-based practices for ethnic minority populations.  The target audience is researchers and program evaluators who are interested and active in conducting intervention research with ethnic minorities. Register at the Weisman and White Website: http://www.reisman-white.com/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=23
USF RTC - NNED Matilda Garcia Track on “Strategies to Advance Behavioral Health for Diverse Communities  The Research and Training Center for Children’s Mental Health, Dept. of Child and Family Studies, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, University of South Florida and the National Network to Eliminate Disparities in Behavioral Health (NNED) are pleased to co-sponsor the Matilda Garcia Track on "Strategies to Advance Behavioral Health for Diverse Communities" at the 21st Annual Research Conference: A System of Care for Children's Mental Health: Expanding the Research Base (Feb. 24-27, 2008, Tampa, FL).  Please join us in an exchange of ideas to move the behavioral health of diverse communities forward.  See attached flyer for list of presentations. 

Georgetown University Training Institutes 2008  The NNED’s proposed Institute “Addressing disparities in behavioral health care: A public health imperative” was accepted. The Training Institutes will be held July 16 to 20, 2008 in Nashville, Tennessee at the Gaylord Opryland Resort & Convention Center.  Please let us know if you will be attending and how we might partner with you.
American Psychological Association (APA) 116th Annual Convention Our proposal for a symposium entitled, “Ethnic Disparities in Behavioral Health: Investigating and Eliminating a “Wicked” Problem” and organized by NNED Steward Group member Mona Amer, was accepted. The 2008 Convention will be held from August 14-17 in Boston. The symposium will include an overview of the NNED and the CDEP project.
Thank you for your ongoing interest and support of the NNED.  
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